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Introduction
   Redemptive purpose is the unique calling of an individual, family or nation to
express God‘s will within a specific context. It is the outworking of God’s
detailed plans on a pre-determined time-line that stretches into eternity. 

  This inspiring concept lies at the heart of God’s interaction with man. It
provides a lens through which we see God’s plans unfold on the eternal time-
line. It gives us a foundation to understand God’s plan of salvation and
redemption. And ultimately gives us hope that God is personally involved in
the details of life. This enables us to live with meaning and purpose.  Within
Scripture, we discover that God has redemptive purposes for individuals,
families and nations. 

  As there are so many layers to redemptive purpose, the life of David,
provides us with key principles to walk out redemptive purpose. Being one of
the most well documented persons of the Bible, we can learn so much about
this shepherd boy who became a great warrior. And eventually king of Israel.
Yet, it is God’s own description of David that provides the foundation of
understanding  redemptive purpose: “... the Lord has sought out (David) a man
after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be prince and ruler
over His people...“ (1 Sam. 13:14). 

   In Acts 2:29 the apostle Peter describes David as a patriarch of Israel. And
in Acts 13:22 God bears testimony of David with these words: “I have found
David son of Jesse a man after my own heart, who will do all My will and carry
out My program fully.”

   So, let’s embark on this journey to explore the early life of David.  Discover
how God raised up a man after His own heart. Grab a journal and write down
how God is speaking to your heart. Gain deeper insight into redemptive
purpose as the story of David’s life and those of his companions unfolds.
Learn the principles that will strengthen your walk of redemptive purpose in
line with God’s heart. And find a resting place in God’s love for you as you
have fellowship with Him, seeking out His will for your life.
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Day 1
T H E  B I R T H  O F  S A M U E L ,  A  P R O P H E T  A N D

I N T E R C E S S O R

   Even before David’s life story began, there was another redemptive story. A
story of a mother who gave birth to a prophet and intercessor. That mother
was Hannah. Hannah, the beloved wife of Elkanah, who was deeply loved by
her husband, but unable to bear children (1 Sam. 1:1-5).  

   Just imagine her grief and sorrow, because Peninnah, Elkanah’s other wife,
had many sons and daughters. But instead of supporting Hannah, she greatly
provoked her, because the Lord has left Hannah childless (1 Sam. 1:6-7). If only
Peninnah knew who Hannah was in God’s eyes: the mother who would give
birth to a prophet and intercessor. And through this child’s life start a new
chapter in Israel’s redemptive story.

   Year after year, Hannah carried this grief in her heart, until there came a
breaking point. One year, as Elkanah and Hannah went to Shilo to sacrifice,
Hannah poured out her soul to the Lord with weeping. She persevered in
prayer, making this vow to the Lord: “O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look
on the affliction of Your handmaid and earnestly remember, and not forget
Your handmaid but will give me a son, I will give him to the Lord all his life; no
razor shall touch his head (1 Sam. 1:10-11).”

   To add insult to injury Eli, the priest, accused Hannah of being drunk. But
Hannah took no offence, explaining to Eli that she was petitioning the Lord out
of a sorrowful spirit. Sensing Hannah’s deep pain and desperation to grab
hold of God’s intervention, Eli responded with a powerful blessing: 

   “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant your petition, which you have
asked of Him. (1 Sam. 1;13-17).” This blessing from Eli set in motion a shift in
Hannah’s story. Eli would prove to be a key figure in the Lord’s answer to
Hannah’s prayer.

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 1 
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T H E  B I R T H  O F  S A M U E L ,  A  P R O P H E T  A N D
I N T E R C E S S O R

   Hannah had a new conviction that the Lord had heard her. Her countenance
changed, she started to eat again and she was no longer sad. The family rose
the next morning and after worshipping, returned to their home in Ramah (1
Sam. 1: 18-19). 

  Back at home, Hannah’s prayer was answered with the birth of Samuel (1
Sam. 1: 20). The name Samuel is derived from a Hebrew phrase, meaning
“God has heard” or “the name of God.” What a name and what a celebration,
testifying to God’s redemptive purposes for those who put their trust in Him!

Reflection questions:
  

How did God use this seemingly desperate situation to introduce a new
chapter in Hannah’s life?

Do you think God had a greater purpose in mind than just to provide a son
to Hannah?

Can you identify with Hannah’s desperate situation? How can you respond
in a prayerful manner when confronted with difficult situations?

How can you apply the principle of trust?

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 1  
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H A N N A H ’ S  P R A Y E R  O F  T H A N K S G I V I N G

   With the joy of Samuel’s birth, Hannah was also reminded of her promise to
give Samuel back to God. When she weaned Samuel, she took him back to Eli
to serve the Lord. Now hear the incredible response of this faithful mother
when she speaks to Eli: “Oh, my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the
woman who stood by you here praying to the Lord. For this child I prayed, and
the Lord has granted my petition made to Him. Therefore I have given him to
the Lord, as long as he lives he is given to the Lord (1 Sam. 1: 24-28).”

   Perhaps the true miracle of Hannah’s story is what the Lord accomplished in
her heart. From great despair, Hanna became a worshipper in spirit and truth
as she utters this prophetic prayer (1 Sam. 2: 1-10):
 “My heart rejoices and triumphs in the Lord;
My horn (strength) is lifted up in the Lord,
My mouth has opened wide [to speak boldly] against my enemies,
Because I rejoice in Your salvation.

 “There is no one holy like the Lord,
There is no one besides You,
There is no Rock like our God.

 “Do not go on boasting so very proudly,
Do not let arrogance come out of your mouth;
For the Lord is a God of knowledge,
And by Him actions are weighed (examined).

 “The bows of the mighty are broken,
But those who have stumbled equip themselves with strength.

 “Those who were full hire themselves out for bread,
But those who were hungry cease [to hunger].
Even the barren [woman] gives birth to seven,
But she who has many children withers away.
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H A N N A H ’ S  P R A Y E R  O F  T H A N K S G I V I N G

   “The Lord puts to death and makes alive;
He brings down to Sheol (the grave) and raises up [from the grave].

   “The Lord makes poor and makes rich;
He brings low and He lifts up.
 
    “He raises up the poor from the dust,
He lifts up the needy from the ash heap
To make them sit with nobles,
And inherit a seat of honor and glory;
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s,
And He set the land on them.

   “He guards the feet of His godly (faithful) ones,
But the wicked ones are silenced and perish in darkness;
For a man shall not prevail by might.

   “The adversaries of the Lord will be broken to pieces;
He will thunder against them in the heavens,
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth;
And He will give strength to His king,
And will exalt the horn (strength) of His anointed.”

   What makes this prophetic prayer so profound, is that Hannah speaks at a
time in Israel’s history when there was no king. Yet, her son Samuel would be
the person to anoint the first king of Israel, Saul. And even more astonishing
is that Samuel would also anoint David as Saul’s successor.

   Did God perhaps give Hannah a glimpse of His bigger purpose when she
poured out her soul to Him in desperation? Did she get a sense of the future
King to come? And was it this perspective that enabled her to surrender
Samuel to the Lord’s service with so much joy? 
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H A N N A H ’ S  P R A Y E R  O F  T H A N K S G I V I N G

   Let’s unpack this a bit. It could not have been easy for Hannah to prepare
her heart to place her darling boy into Eli’s care. Just picture Hannah holding
Samuel close to her heart as she nurses him. What were her thoughts as she
looked in Samuel’s eyes, the boy she has yearned and prayed for? Yet
Hannah learned the power of surrendering all things to God with child-like
trust. In Hannah’s story, we see God at work on the eternal time-line. He
invites Hannah to join Him in His redemptive purpose that stretches far
beyond her own life into the lives of others across many generations. 

   Hannah prayed for a son; God raised up a prophet and intercessor. Hannah
prayed for deliverance from her enemy; God raised up a spiritual warrior who
would win many battles for Israel. God can indeed accomplish His
redemptive purposes through the lives of those who are fully surrendered to
Him.

Reflection questions

Why is Hannah now able to speak boldly against her enemies? What
gives her this new confidence? 

What enabled Hannah to surrender Samuel to the Lord’s service with so
much joy and gratitude?

Are there any situations, people or things in your life that you still need to
surrender to God?

What can you learn from Hannah’s life that will give you courage to trust
God as you surrender every part of your life to Him?
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S A M U E L  R A I S E D  U P  A S  P R O P H E T

   In looking at the early life of Samuel, we continue to witness the effect of a
praying mother. We see Hannah’s loving care as she makes Samuel a little
robe and brings it to him every year.  Eli blessed Elkanah and Hannah for their
dedication to the Lord. And so the story of Hannah is concluded with the
joyful revelation that the Lord indeed blessed Hannah with three more sons
and two daughters (1 Sam. 2:18-21).

   At this point in the story, the focus shifts away from Hannah to Samuel. We
learn that the young boy grows up in a context where Eli’s own sons did not
know the Lord. Although they were priests, their sins were great before the
Lord. Yet Eli was unable to correct them (1 Sam. 2:12-17, 22-25). They simply
did not fear God.

   God was displeased with Eli and his sons and therefore brought a prophesy
to Eli through a man of God. God has decided to break the strength of Eli’s
house and raise up a new priest. We discover in this prophesy that God was
preparing the way for a new faithful priest, who will do according to His heart
and soul. God also committed to build an enduring house for that priest to
walk before His anointed always (1 Sam. 2:27-36).

  Let’s pause here for a moment. Who is this Priest who would have an
enduring house and do all according to God’s heart? Again, we find this
mysterious reference to a Priest that is totally committed to doing God’s will,
similar to the reference that Hannah made to a future King (also referred to as
God’s anointed). 

   So, interwoven in the story of Samuel, we find prophetic treasures pointing
to a future King and future Priest. This may be a good time to write in your
journal your thoughts about who this future King and Priest may be. It may
also be helpful to reflect on different time-lines - the temporal versus the
eternal as it unfolds in this story.

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 3-4 
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S A M U E L  R A I S E D  U P  A S  P R O P H E T
    
   Back to Samuel, we see the young boy growing up in a time when the word
from the Lord was rare and visions were infrequent (1 Sam. 3:1). Samuel was
ministering faithfully before the Lord as a boy wearing a linen ephod. He grew
in stature and in favour both with the Lord and with men (1 Sam. 2:18, 26). 

  Then came the time where the Lord spoke to Samuel in a night vision
concerning the judgment on Eli’s house. Samuel brought the word to Eli and
the Lord was with him. None of his words failed as the Lord continued to
reveal Himself to Samuel at Shiloh. So, Samuel was confirmed as a prophet to
the Lord in the eyes of all of Israel (1 Sam. 3:1-21).

   So, as the story of Samuel unfolds, we start to see some dramatic shifts. Eli,
the mentor of Samuel realises that the Lord is taking the priesthood away from
his own house to give it to Samuel. His response to Samuel’s word is: “It is the
Lord; let Him do what seems good to Him (1 Sam. 3:18).”

   Then, the prophesied battle follows with the Philistines, where both of Eli’s
sons are slain and the ark of God taken. In shock, Eli falls backwards and dies
(1 Sam. 4). 

    In seeing the wicked nature of Eli’s sons, it becomes evident that a person’s
character can cause him to fail in his redemptive purpose even if that person
is in the role that God has assigned to him. God has placed Eli and his sons in
priestly roles, yet Eli’s sons abused their position for selfish gain. 

   God was not pleased and so He decided to take this important role away
from Eli’s household. What a loss to this family and what a tragic end for Eli.
This is also a stern warning to us - disobedience can lead to the loss of
redemptive purpose for an entire family.

  Now, let’s reflect on faithfulness as a key commitment in fulfilling God’s
redemptive purposes.
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S A M U E L  R A I S E D  U P  A S  P R O P H E T
  
 Reflection questions

How did Samuel demonstrate faithfulness in serving as a young boy? What
do you learn about Samuel’s redemptive purpose as he steps into his
calling?

How did God establish Samuel as a prophet? What was the evidence that
Samuel was a true prophet of God?

Why do you think the Lord took the priestly role away from Eli’s household?
How did the Lord warn Eli before this happened?

Why did the ark not help the Israelites to defeat the Philistines even though
they believe it would?

How can you apply the principle of faithfulness?
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S A M U E L  A N O I N T S  S A U L  A S  K I N G

   When Samuel was old, he made his sons judges over Israel. But they did
not walk in Samuel’s faithful ways, but turned aside after gain, taking bribes
and perverted justice (1 Sam. 8:1-3). It is interesting that there is an overlap
between the sons of Eli and the sons of Samuel - both Eli’s sons and
Samuel’s sons did not fear the Lord, but walked in their own ways. In both
cases, this wickedness led to a transition.

   The wickedness of Samuel’s own sons contributed to the elders of
Israel’s desire to have a human king. They therefore made this request to
Samuel. But this request displeased Samuel, so he prayed to the Lord (1
Sam 8:4-6). And the Lord answered Samuel: “Hearken to the voice of the
people; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I
should not be King over them...only solemnly warn them and show them the
ways of the king who shall reign upon them (1 Sam. 8:7-9).” 

   Samuel reasoned with the people. He did his best to explain that a human
king will have dire consequences. This king will take the people to be
servants and use their property for his own benefit. But the people refused
to listen to the voice of Samuel. They insisted to have a king to govern them
and to fight their battles for them (1 Sam 8:10-20). 

   On God’s instruction, Samuel went ahead and anointed Saul as king (1
Sam. 10:1-7). Samuel also told the people the manner of the kingdom and
defined the position of the king in relation to God and to the people. He
wrote this in a book and laid it up before the Lord (1 Sam. 10: 24-25).

   Although the people rejoiced in having a human king, this proves to be a
sad day in the life of Israel. For here we see their transition from godly
governance to human rule. 

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 8-10, 12 
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S A M U E L  A N O I N T S  S A U L  A S  K I N G

   Yet, in that fateful decision, there is a shimmer of hope. Samuel instructs the
people of Israel with these words (1 Sam. 12:14-15): 
“If you will revere and fear the Lord and serve Him and hearken to His voice
and not rebel against His commandment, and if both you and your king will
follow the Lord your God, it will be good! But if you will not hearken to the
Lord’s voice, but rebel against His commandment, then the hand of the Lord
will be against you, as it was against your fathers.”

   Then, Samuel gives momentum to his instruction by calling to the Lord. And
the Lord sent thunder and rain that day and all the people greatly feared the
Lord and Samuel (1 Sam. 12:16-18). 

  And they all asked Samuel to pray for them, because they realised the
gravity of their sin in asking for a king (1 Sam. 12:19).

   This gives Samuel the opportunity to encourage them that the Lord will not
forsake them for His great name’s sake and that He made them to be a
people for Himself. Samuel also made a personal commitment that he will not
sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for them. He will continue to instruct
them in the good and right way (1 Sam. 12:22-23).   

   Furthermore, Samuel ends his discourse with this final instruction:
“Only fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully with all your heart; for consider
how great are the things He has done for you. But if you still do wickedly, both
you and your king shall be swept away (1 Sam. 12:24-25).”

   We will see how this story unfolds when we explore the life of king Saul in
the following days.  But let’s pause here for a moment to reflect on the
principle of God’s rule in pursuing redemptive purpose.
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S A M U E L  A N O I N T S  S A U L  A S  K I N G

Reflection questions

What do you think were the consequences for Israel in making the shift
from godly rule to human governance?  

What specific steps did Samuel take in this situation?

What evidence do you see of God’s answers to Hannah’s prayer in this
stage of Samuel’s life?

Is there any area in your life that is not yet under God’s rule? What are
the next steps you should take?
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S A M U E L  R E S P O N D S  T O  S A U L ’ S
D I S O B E D I E N C E

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 10, 11, 13, 15  
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  Today, we will focus on the life of Saul, the first king of Israel. God
instructs Samuel to anoint Saul as king with these words: “Has not the Lord
anointed you, to be prince over His heritage Israel? (1 Sam. 10:1). 

   Saul had a promising start when the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon
him - he started to prophesy and was turned into another man. He was
recognised to be a prophet among the people as they said: “Is Saul also
among the prophets?”  (1 Sam. 10:6-13). So, part of Saul’s redemptive
purpose was to be a prophet-king.

   It is interesting that the golden threat of prophesy flows from Hannah
through Samuel to Saul. However, did Saul recognise his redemptive
purpose as prophet-king or was pride lurking in the dark? 

   We see Saul’s initial victories in battle and the support he gained from
the people. He recognised that God was bringing deliverance to Israel and
seemed to have great success (1 Sam. 11). 

   But Saul was also impatient and inclined to follow his own heart. When
Israel was in a tight military spot and the people started to scatter from
Saul, Saul took matters into his own hands. With Samuel tarrying to come,
Saul offered the burnt offering himself, which was forbidden (1 Sam. 13:1-9).  
This was a great test for Saul, which he miserably failed. 

   This defiant act of disobedience had dire consequences, because when
Samuel came, he came with a strong message of rebuke: “What have you
done?... You have done foolishly! You have not kept the commandment of
the Lord which He commanded you: for the Lord would have established
your kingdom over Israel forever; But now your kingdom shall not continue;
the Lord has sought out a man after His own heart, and the Lord has
commanded him to be prince and ruler over His people, because you have
not kept what the Lord commanded you (1 Sam. 13:11-14).”

Day 5
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   There was also a second incident of blatant disobedience on Saul’s part.
No-one was to be spared in the battle against the Amelikites. Samuel brought
word to Saul that God was going to punish the Amalekites because they
attacked Israel from the rear when they came out of Egypt (1 Sam. 15:1-3).
Saul received very specific instructions as king - to smite all of the
Amalekites completely. No one was to be spared.

   But Saul continues to disregard the instructions from God. He does go out
to smite the Amalekites, but spares the life of their king, Agag and keeps the
best of the animals. The Lord conveyed His regret to Samuel for making Saul
king for this reason: “... he has turned back from following My commandments
(1 Sam. 15:10-11).  

   When Samuel meets with Saul with these words,“What then is this bleating
of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? (1 Sam.
15:14),”  Saul puts the blame on the people: “They have brought them from
the Amelekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and oxen to
sacrifice to the Lord your God, but the rest we have utterly destroyed (1 Sam.
15:12-15).”

  But Samuel was not deceived by Saul’s excuses for disobedience and
answers Saul: “Stop! I will tell you what the Lord said to me tonight... When
you were small in your own sight, were you not made the head of the tribes
of Israel, and the Lord anointed you king over Israel? And the Lord sent you
on a mission and said, ‘Go, utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites; and
fight against them until they are consumed. Why then did you not obey the
voice of the Lord, but swooped down upon the plunder and did evil in the
Lord’s sight? (1 Sam. 15: 12-19). ” 

  Yes, pride has entered Saul’s heart and with that disobedience. Saul’s
excuses that he spared the best animals to bring a sacrifice to the Lord, was
quickly dismissed by Samuel: 

Day 5
S A M U E L  R E S P O N D S  T O  S A U L ’ S

D I S O B E D I E N C E

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 10, 11, 13, 15  
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  “Has the Lord as great a delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as idolatry... ”(1 Sam. 15: 20-23).

   Saul has failed the test, because he feared the people and listened to their
voice (1 Sam. 15:24). Even worst, because of fear and pride, Saul has failed to
live out his redemptive purpose. Consistent disobedience, rebellion and
stubbornness caused him to miss the mark repeatedly. In following God with
total obedience, we will do well to remove the fear of men from our own
hearts, because  the fear of men is a snare (Pro. 29: 25).

  Revealed in chapter 15, we see how Saul moves from “being small in his
own sight” to building a monument for himself as a trophy of victory (1 Sam.
15:12). He attributed the success in battle to himself.

   In this example, we can see that pride is the root cause in missing the mark.
For God’s anointing and grace enable us to be successful in that what God
has called us to accomplish. But the glory of victory only belongs to God. We
are to be humble servants who take ground for God’s kingdom through
obeying His commandments. Humility leading to active obedience is
therefore another core principle in pursuing redemptive purpose.
 
Reflection questions 

How was pride exposed in Saul’s life? How did pride lead to other sins
such as rebellion, stubbornness, the fear of men and disobedience?

What excuses did Saul make when Samuel confronted him?

What is the difference between fear of men versus fear for God? 

In which areas of your life, may God still hear “the bleating of sheep and
the lowing of oxen?”

How you can apply the principle of obedience?

Day 5
S A M U E L  R E S P O N D S  T O  S A U L ’ S

D I S O B E D I E N C E

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 10, 11, 13, 15  



T H E  L E G A C Y  O F  S A M U E L
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Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 12, 15  

   We find another nugget of revelation in the story of Saul’s kingship that
shows us the seriousness of stepping out of redemptive purpose.  Persons
can miss the mark in their commitments, connections and character. In
Saul’s case, we see all of the above. Not only did pride and rebellion take
hold hold of his heart, but he also disobeyed God by forming wrong
alliances. 

   Firstly, he tried to usurp the role of another by offering a sacrifice that
was only the role of the priests. Remember that Saul was called to be king,
not priest. Secondly, he failed to destroy all of the Amelekites. 

   These repetitive acts of disobedience were not taken lightly by God. God
saw that Saul was missing his redemptive purpose. In fact, we are
privileged to witness a conversation between God and Samuel to see how
both were deeply grieved by Saul’s disobedience. God spoke to Samuel to
reveal His heart: “I regret making Saul king, for he has turned back from
following Me and has not performed My commandments.”  Samuel in  turn
was grieved and angry with Saul and cried to the Lord all night (1 Sam. 15:10-
11).

   As Samuel rose the next morning to meet Saul, he gave him this strong
message: “Has the Lord as great a delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as idolatry... (1 Sam. 15: 20-23).” 

   Wow, what a revelation! God sees rebellion in the same light as witchcraft
and He compares stubbornness with idolatry. Disobeying God’s
commandments reveals a rebellious and stubborn heart. This was so
serious that even though Saul superficially wanted to get a pardon for his
sins, he was not able to do so. Because at the core of Saul’s request to be
pardoned was a desire to save face with the people by pretending that God
was still with him.

Day 6



T H E  L E G A C Y  O F  S A M U E L
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   Saul realised that he had sinned and asked Samuel to go back with him
that he may worship the Lord. Yet, Samuel knew that Saul had rejected the
word of the Lord on a profound level and that because of this, the Lord has
rejected Saul from being king over Israel (1 Sam. 15:24-26).

  As Samuel turned away from Saul, Saul seized the skirt of Samuel’s
mantle and it tore. Samuel used this to conform to Saul once again that the
Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from him. The Lord, Who is described
here as the Strength of Israel has made up His mind and the judgment was
fixed - the kingdom was given to another who was better than Saul (1 Sam.
15:27-28).  

  Samuel also killed Agag, the king of the Amelekites to ensure that the
Lord’s commandment was fully met before going to his own house in
Ramah. And then we see this sad conclusion of the relationship between
Samuel and Saul: Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of Saul’s
death, though he grieved over them (1 Sam. 15:32-35). 

  In comparison to Saul, Samuel lived out his redemptive purpose with
integrity and faithfulness. In one of Samuel’s final discourses with Israel, he
calls them to testify before the Lord about his walk before them since his
childhood. And they all testified that Samuel has not defrauded nor
oppressed them (1 Sam. 12:1-5).

  Samuel also confirmed his commitment as an intercessor to the nation of
Israel: “Moreover, as for me, far be it from from me that I should sin against
the Lord by ceasing to pray for you; but I will instruct you in the good and
right way” (1 Sam. 12:23). Through intercession for others, Samuel’s own
redemptive purpose as prophet was exalted. Samuel, the son of a praying
mother, has lived out his redemptive purpose fully.

Day 6
Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 12, 15  
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Reflection questions:

How would you describe the redemptive purpose of Samuel from
childhood? What role did intercession play in Samuel’s life? How did
Samuel view intercession in relation to his relationship with God?

What did you learn about the relationship that Samuel had with God?

What lessons can you take from Samuel’s life that can strengthen your
walk in redemptive purpose?

How can you apply the principle of intercession in your own life? 

Day 6
Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 12, 15  
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   Today, we finally meet David. And his story starts with God revealing David’s
redemptive purpose to Samuel. God meets with Samuel to give him this
assignment: “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from
reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite. For I have provided for Myself a king among his sons” (1 Sam. 16:1).

   At this point, there was a total breakdown in relationship between Samuel and
Saul. Samuel even expresses fear that Saul will kill him if he finds out that he has
anointed another as king. But God instructs him to invite Jesse and his sons to a
sacrifice for the Lord (1 Sam. 16:2-5). 

   When they had come, Samuel looked at Eliab (the eldest son) as God’s anointed
one. But the Lord said to Samuel: “Look not on his appearance or at the height of
his stature, for I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees; for man
looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:6-7).

   Then Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel told Jesse
that the Lord has not chosen any of these sons. At last Jesse brought David, his
youngest son who tended the sheep from the sheep fields to come before
Samuel. And as soon as David arrived, the Lord said to Samuel: “Arise, anoint him;
this is he” (1 Sam. 16:8-12).

   Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed David in the midst of his brothers.
The Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. In contrast,
the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul and an evil spirit tormented and troubled
him.

   And this is where David and Saul’s lives intersect. Saul’s servants advise Saul to
find a man who plays the lyre skilfully. The plan was that when the evil spirit
comes and this man plays, Saul will be refreshed and become well. So Saul sent
for David to play the lyre for him. And indeed when David played, the evil spirit left
Saul and Saul became well. 
 

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 16  

Day 7
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   From this narrative, we find that God is the one who assigns redemptive
purpose to individuals. These assignments are not based on outward
appearance, but on that what God sees in a person’s heart. In other words,
redemptive purpose originates with God. It is a calling that does not originate
from a person’s will or from other people’s perspectives, but from God Himself.
God clearly chose David to be anointed as king above all of his brothers. David’s
responsibility was to align with that calling by walking closely with God.

   We are also reminded of the dire consequences when a person misses the
mark. Even though Saul is still king at this point, God has rejected him in that
position and His Spirit is no longer with Saul. Therefore, Saul is greatly troubled
by this evil spirit and is no longer the joyful prophet-king who God called him to
be. He now has to rely on David for some relief for the Spirit of God has left him.

   In applying the principle of “alignment,” one question must remain at the
forefront of our decision-making: For what role has God chosen me in this
season and how can I align myself with that calling by walking closely with God?

Reflection questions:

Why was David an interesting choice to be king among Jesse’s sons? How
does this encourage you in terms of your own redemptive purpose?

What do you learn about God in how He chooses people for specific roles?
How specific is He?

How far can consequences stretch if a person misses the mark in terms of
redemptive purpose?

How can you make sure that you align your life with God’s redemptive
purposes?

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 16  

Day 7
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   From here on Saul and David’s lives will continue to intertwine for many years.
The first glimpse of David as warrior is seen when Goliath, a gigantic,
experienced warrior of the Philistines came to the battle field to challenge Israel.
With the two opposing armies, each pitched on a mountain on opposite sides of
a valley, Goliath shouts to the ranks of Israel:
“Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you
not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves and let him come down to
me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I
prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us...I
defy the ranks of Israel this day; give me a man that we may fight together” (1
Sam. 17:1-10).

   This challenge continued for forty days. Now picture the scene of the battle
field: Goliath, a champion warrior towering over the valley with a height of almost
ten feet, holding a shaft the size of a weaver’s beam. Saul and his men listening
to his taunts day after day became dismayed and all the men of Israel fled from
him, terrified. No one was prepared to take up Goliath’s challenge, even with the
promise of great riches and becoming Saul’s son-in-law if successful. 

   Now see the young David arriving to Israel’s camp, bringing refreshments to his
brothers, just as Goliath came to speak the same words as before. When David
heard these words, he enquired about the situation and was filled with courage,
asking what shall be done for the man who kills the Philistine. Because for David
the matter is simple: The uncircumcised Philistine had no place to defy the armies
of the living God.

  When David’s eldest brother heard David’s words to the men, he was enraged.
He had no idea how God was about to use David. In his eyes, David was his
annoying little brother with no real value. Let’s pause here for a moment. Surely
David’s brothers would provide him with great support, knowing that God has
anointed him as the next king? Yet, the opposite took place. They could not see
David through God’s eyes. Or did jealousy perhaps blind them?

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 17  

Day 8
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   Yet in spite of opposition from David’s own siblings, God was using David to
win a great battle for Israel. When David’s words reached Saul, Saul sent for
him. God was at work in spite of the lack of support from David’s own family.
Immediately, David encouraged Saul by committing to fight against Goliath. 

    But Saul could not see how David, who was only an adolescent at the time,
could defeat Goliath, who was a warrior champion. Yet David explained how
God helped him as shepherd to kill both bears and lions. David knew that his
strength was not in his own ability, but in the deliverance of the Lord (1 Sam.
17:31-37).

    David made a bold statement of faith that convinced Saul to allow him to
fight with Goliath. Just listen to David’s words of trust:
“The Lord Who delivered me out the paw of the lion and out of the paw of the
bear, He will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.”  The young David
prepared for battle with Goliath, armed with only his staff in his hand, five
smooth stones and a sling (1 Sam. 17:37-40).

    Just imagine Goliath’s shock when he saw the youngster coming towards
him, so he cursed David by his gods. Seeing the young man, unarmed, Goliath
must have fought that this was going to be an easy victory. David however was
not deterred by Goliath’s aggressive threats, but answered him with these
words (1 Sam. 17: 41-47): “You come to to me with a sword, a spear, and a
javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the ranks
of Israel, Whom you have defied.This day the Lord will deliver you into my
hand, and I will smite you and cut off your head. 

And I will give the corpses of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds of
the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there
is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saves not with
sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into our
hands.”

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 17  

Day 8
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    Following this prophetic declaration, a very dramatic scene unfolds. When
Goliath came forward to meet David, David quickly ran to the battle line, took
out a stone from his pocket and slung it. The stone struck the Philistine,
sinking into his forehead, causing Goliath to fall flat on his face to the earth (1
Sam. 17:48-49). Notice, that Goliath did not fall backwards as one would
expect, but forward flat on his face. Clearly, God was at work here.

   As David had no sword, he ran and stood over Goliath and killed him with his
own sword. When the Philistines saw that their mighty champion was dead,
they fled. The men of Israel and Judah, witnessing the whole scene,  rose with
a shout and pursued the Philistines (1 Sam. 17:50-52).

   In one moment, God brought total victory to the Israel camp, because of the
faith and courage of one young boy. Are we not called to walk out our
redemptive purpose with the same attitude - trusting in our God with total
faith and courage as we go out in battle? For the victory is not through us, but
through the Lord of hosts.

Reflection questions:

How did the years of being a shepherd boy prepare David for this battle
with Goliath?

Where did David’s conviction - that Goliath had to be defeated - come
from?

What was the source of David’s courage?

In comparison, what was Saul’s position when he heard the threats of
Goliath?

Do you have a clear picture of the battles God is calling you to?

How can you apply the principle of courage in your own life?

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 17  

Day 8
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E N E M Y

   After the great victory over Goliath and the Philistines, it looked like David
and Saul’s relationship was set on a great path of collaboration. David went
out wherever Saul sent him, and he prospered and behaved himself wisely.
Recognising David’s military skill,  Saul set David over the men of war and this
pleased the people. Even Saul’s own son, Jonathan loved David and gave his
personal armour to him (1 Sam. 18: 1-5).

   But this relationship of shared vision was short-lived. For jealousy was
lurking in the dark. When David returned from battle, the Israelite women
came out to meet king Saul with musical instruments, singing: “Saul has slain
his thousands, and David his ten thousands” (1 Sam. 18: 6-7).

    This saying displeased Saul, because he said to himself: “What more can
he have but the kingdom?” So Saul became very angry and when an evil spirit
came upon him, he began to act madly with rage. As David was playing the
harp, Saul cast the javelin to pin David to the wall. Together with jealousy and
anger, fear also entered Saul’s heart. He saw that the Lord has departed from
him, but was with David. He even removed David from his presence (1 Sam.
18:8-13) .

    In all of this, David acted wisely in all his ways. David succeeded for the
Lord caused him to succeed. And all of Israel and Judah loved David, because
David publicly associated with them. When Saul saw David’s capabilities and
success, he stood in awe of him and feared him greatly. (1 Sam. 18:14-16) 

    This became a defining moment in the relationship between David and Saul.
Instead of focusing on his own redemptive purpose as prophet-king, Saul
started to plan in his heart how to get rid of David. First, he hoped that the
Philistines would kill David by giving him exuberant military goals. Then, he
thought that if he gives his daughter Michal to David as wife, she will become
a snare to him. But David continued to succeed militarily and Michal loved
David. Then Saul became even more afraid of David and thus became David’s  
constant enemy (1 Sam. 18:17-29).

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 18, 19 and 20 
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Day 9
J O N A T H A N ’ S  S U P P O R T  O F  D A V I D

   Have you ever find yourself in a similar position? You seek to serve  
alongside a leader, only to find that you do not share the same vision? No
matter how hard you try to build relationship with that person or how great
your success, there is no shared rejoicing. Hostility prevails, all be it hidden at
times, because this person has fixed in his heart that you are an enemy.

   Such a situation can be quite disheartening. But God has purposed these
circumstances to train David to rely only on Him, not on human leaders or
mentors. Saul could have been a great mentor to David, but instead his whole
thought process and all his efforts went into destroying the young David.

    Just look at the flow of corruption in Saul’s heart over the course of his life -
impatience, pride, the approval of men, rebellion, stubbornness and
eventually public disobedience to God’s commandments. This opened an
even bigger door to jealousy, suspicion, fear, hatred and an intent to commit
murder. How far God’s anointed king has fallen! Now wonder Samuel was so
distraught.

    But in this tragic downfall, God has a David. And He wasn’t about to leave
David without support. In His wisdom, God sent David support from an unlikely
source - from Saul’s own household. Jonathan, Saul’s son recognising the
redemptive purpose of David as the next king loves him and pledges life-long
support to him through a covenant.

    When Saul commanded Jonathan and his servants to kill David, Jonathan
warned David of this threat. Jonathan even spoke well about David to his
father, pleading his case: “May the king not sin against his servant David,
since he has not sinned against you, and since his deeds have been very
beneficial to you.  For he took his life in his hand and killed the Philistine, and
the Lord brought about a great victory for all Israel; you saw it and rejoiced.
Why then would you sin against innocent blood by killing David without a
cause?” (1 Sam. 19:4-5)

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 18, 19 and 20 
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Day 9
   And although Saul relented for a moment through promising David will not
be slain, his murderous intent towards David soon returns. David fled and
escaped to Ramah, telling Samuel all that Saul did (1 Sam. 19:6-18). 

   But in all of this, Jonathan stood steadfast. He made a covenant with the
house of David that David will not cut of his kindness from Jonathan’s house.
Likewise Jonathan committed to act in David’s best interest and warn him of
Saul’s plans (1 Sam. 20: 1-42). Thus David was provided with life-long support
from Jonathan through a binding covenant, made in the name of the Lord. 

Reflection questions:

How did God provide David with support in the midst of opposition against
him?

Why was Jonathan an unlikely candidate to support David?
 

To what extend did Jonathan pledged his support to David? How binding
was Jonathan’s commitment?

What was God’s role in the covenant between David and Jonathan?

in which ways are God providing support to you even in the midst of
opposition? 

How will focusing on God’s support rather than opposition help you to
persevere during seasons of opposition?

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 18, 19 and 20 
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Day 10
D A V I D ’ S  P R O P H E T I C  U T T E R A N C E  F O R

I S R A E L

   At this point in David’s life, we learn another important principle as it relates
to redemptive purpose. Let’s put ourselves for a moment in the shoes of
David. He was anointed to be king by Samuel through God’s instruction and
was determined to serve Saul to the best of his ability. Yet, finds himself now
fleeing from Saul to stay alive.

    It is his interesting that David flees to Samuel. And although we don’t know
what the exact conversation was between Samuel and David at this point, we
are reminded of Hannah. Do you remember how Hannah raised a song of
victory over her enemies when Samuel was born? Perhaps Samuel reminded
the young David of his mother’s prayer of deliverance. For we get this glimpse
into David’s heart through Psalm 59, which David wrote during this time. 

   David calls out to God to deliver him from his bloodthirsty enemies. He lays
his sorrows before the Lord and describes how the mouths of his opponents
are like swords. Sarcasm, ridicule, slander and lies are on their lips for they
think in their hearts: “Who hears us?” (Ps. 59:7).

   But David knows God and declares Who God is to him: his Strength,
Defense, Protector, High Tower and Fortress. He puts his trust in God’s mercy
and steadfast love and declares that God will make him victorious over his
enemies. Just hear this outpouring of trust in God (Ps. 59:16-17):

    “But as for me, I will sing of Your mighty strength and power;
Yes, I will sing joyfully of Your lovingkindness in the morning;
For You have been my stronghold
And a refuge in the day of my distress.

    To You, O [God] my strength, I will sing praises;
For God is my stronghold [my refuge, my protector, my high tower], the God
who shows me [steadfast] lovingkindness.”

 

Key Scripture: Ps. 59 

29

P
rin

c
ip

le
 10

:  P
ra

ise



Day 10
D A V I D ’ S  P R O P H E T I C  U T T E R A N C E  F O R

I S R A E L

    David also makes very specific requests regarding his enemies: From the
sins of their lips, he asks that God will scatter them by His power; to bring
them down and to consume them so that they will know to the ends of the
earth that God rules over Israel (Ps. 59:11-13).

    Let’s pause here for a moment for we can easily miss this prophetic psalm.
For David is now no longer just talking about himself, but about the nation of
Israel and the nations who plot evil against Israel. David asserts that the Lord
will hold the nations in derision and laugh at those who treacherously plot evil
against Israel with slander and lies (Ps. 59:5-8).

    In all of this David finds his strength and courage in knowing Who God is: his
Strength, Defence, Protector and High Tower - the God Who shows mercy
and steadfast love (Ps. 59-9-10,16-17).  This is the principle of praise - to
declare God’s name and character as the foundation of your strength during
opposition.  In praising God during his own opposition, David is enabled to
make a prophetic declaration over the nation of Israel. Therefore, through
praise he already starts to act as a ruler of Israel regardless of his current
reality.

Reflection questions:

Why was this season of persecution so difficult for David?

How did David apply the principle of praise during this time?

Do you find it interesting that David not only spoke about his own enemies,
but about Israel and the nations that would come against Israel? What  is
the significance of this?

How can you apply the principle of praise when you meet with opposition
in pursuit of fulfilling your redemptive purpose?

Key Scripture: Ps. 59 
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Day 11
A H I M E L E C H  T A K E S  A  S T A N D  F O R

R I G H T E O U S N E S S

    We also see the human side of David as he continues to flee from Saul. He
flees to the priest Ahimelech in Nob - hungry and without any weapons.
Ahimelech met David in fear, yet provides him with consecrated bread to eat
as well as the sword of Goliath, wrapped in the ephod (1 Sam. 21:1-9). Again,
the Lord provides for David from an unlikely source, but it would come at a
great cost to Ahimelech.

     Saul, still full of hatred towards David accuses his servants of treachery (1
Sam. 22: 7-8) : “Listen now, you Benjamites! Will the son of Jesse also give
every one of you fields and vineyards? Will he make you all commanders of
thousands and hundreds?  For all of you have conspired against me so that no
one informs me when my son [Jonathan] makes a covenant with the son of
Jesse. None of you cares about me or informs me that my son has stirred up
my servant against me to lie in ambush, as he does this day?”  

    And at this moment, Doeg, the Edomite who was present at the moment
that Ahimelech helped David, informed Saul of what Ahimelech did (1 Sam.
22:9-10). In fury, Saul calls Ahimelech to him together with all the priests of
Nob. Listen to Saul’s false words of accusation (1 Sam. 22:13): “Why have you
and the son of Jesse conspired against me, in that you have given him bread
and a sword and have inquired of God for him, so he would rebel against me
by lying in ambush, as he does this day?”

     How can Ahimelech answer Saul who is not willing to listen to reason, even
when his own son, Jonathan pleaded for David? This is a moment of truth for
Ahimelech. Because he truly knows nothing of a conspiracy against Saul. 

    Yet, he now has to state his position and this is how he answers (1 Sam. 22:
14-15): “And who among all your servants is as faithful and trustworthy as
David, who is the king’s son-in-law, and who is captain over your guard [and
your confidant], and is honored in your house?  Did I just begin to inquire of
God for him today? Far be it from me! Do not let the king impute any guilt to
his servant or to any of the household of my father, for your servant knows
nothing at all about this entire matter.” 

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 21, 22 
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Day 11

    Filled with blind rage, we see another step down for Saul into the pit of
destruction. For he orders the death of Ahimelech. And not only his death, but
the death of his extended family and all the priests of the Lord. Blinded by
jealousy, Saul is willing to wipe out the entire city of Nob, where the priests
resided. All because he believed that the priests were siding with David to
come against him (1 Sam. 22:16-17).

   However, Saul’s guards and servants were not willing to put out their hands
against the Lord’s priests. Yet, Doeg, the Edomite who already sold out David
once, steps up to implement Saul’s wicked commandment. In one day, he
attacks and kills eighty men, who wore the priest’s linen ephod. And he also
struck the city of Nob, committing a total massacre by killing all the men,
women, children and animals (1 Sam. 22:17-19). 

  What a bloodbath! What a tragedy for the city of Nob! What a price
Ahimelech had to pay to stand for righteousness and truth! And what an
indictment against Saul. For Ahimelech never had the intention to come
against Saul. He only wanted to take a stand for truth and righteousness. And
for that he lost his life and a whole city perished. 

  Here, we have to pause again. Because taking a stand for truth and
righteousness comes at a great cost. How committed are you to stand for
truth and righteousness, even if it will cost you? Yet, in the midst of this
tragedy, God remains in control: Ahimelech son’s Abiathar survives and flees
to David for protection with the ephod (1 Sam. 22:20-23). And so the legacy of
Ahimelech’s house lives on and the support for David continues.

Reflection questions:

What was the cost Ahimelech paid for taking a stand for truth and
righteousness?

How is God asking you to take a stand for truth and righteousness in your
context?

What can help you to take a stand for righteousness?

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 21, 22 

32

P
rin

c
ip

le
 11:  T

a
k

in
g

 a
 sta

n
d

A H I M E L E C H  T A K E S  A  S T A N D  F O R
R I G H T E O U S N E S S



Day 12
D A V I D  S T R E N G T H E N S  H I M S E L F  I N  G O D

    David was clearly distraught when Abiathar brought him the news of what
happened to his father’s house and that the Lord’s priests were slain (1 Sam.
22:20-23). David said to Abiathar: “I knew that day, when Doeg the Edomite
was there, that he would certainly tell Saul. I have brought about the death of
everyone in your father’s household (extended family).  Stay with me; do not
be afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your life, but you are safe with me.”
In this time of deep distress, how can David take courage again? He
strengthens himself in the Lord and waits for God’s direction.

   Through studying the Psalms written by David, we get an unique glimpse
into David’s emotional and spiritual responses. In Psalm 52 for example, we
discover the sharp rebuke David made against Doeg, the Edomite (Ps. 52:1-4):

     Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man?
The lovingkindness of God endures all day long.
Your tongue devises destruction,
Like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.
You love evil more than good,
And falsehood more than speaking what is right. Selah.
You love all words that devour,
O deceitful tongue.

   In this rebuke, David summarises the nature of Doeg as a man who loves evil
more than good, while using his tongue to spread falsehood and to bring
destruction. But knowing God and His righteousness, David finds comfort in
the fact that God Himself will deal with Doeg, the Edomite (Ps. 52:5):

   But God will break you down forever;
He will take you away and tear you away from your tent,
And uproot you from the land of the living. Selah.
The righteous will see it and fear,
And will [scoffingly] laugh, saying,

   “Look, [this is] the man who would not make God his strength [his
stronghold and fortress],

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 22, Ps. 52 
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Day 12
D A V I D  S T R E N G T H E N S  H I M S E L F  I N  G O D

   But trusted in the abundance of his riches,
Taking refuge in his wealth.”

David furthermore highlights the contrast between the wicked and the
righteous by stating his own trust in the Lord (Ps. 52:8-9):

     But as for me, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God;
I trust [confidently] in the lovingkindness of God forever and ever.

   I will thank You forever, because You have done it, [You have rescued me
and kept me safe].
I will wait on Your name, for it is good, in the presence of Your godly ones.

    In this single Psalm, we can take several lessons from David, who faced the
almost unbearable anguish of seeing the house of Ahimelech destroyed after
the deceit of Doeg, the Edomite.

    Firstly, David was clear about his identity as a green olive tree, rooted in the
house of God, confidently relying on the loving-kindness and mercy of God
forever. Secondly, David recognised and thanked God for delivering him and
keeping him safe. His faith was in God’s Name and his comfort was in the
presence of godly people. By proclaiming these truths, he strengthened
himself.

    Thirdly, David left the vengeance to God. For He knew that God Himself
would deal with Doeg, the Edomite in His own way and in His own timing.
David remained steadfast in waiting on God to work out the details of his life.

Reflection questions:

What was David’s emotional and spiritual response to the destruction that
Doeg, the Edomite brought?

How can you apply the principles of this Psalm to your own life when you
face opposition?
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D A V I D  S P A R E S  S A U L ’ S  L I F E

   David’s trust in God was so steadfast that he continued to enquire of the
Lord to find guidance on where to go and what to do next. When David was
told that the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and robbing the threshing
floors, David enquired of the Lord, saying: “Shall I go and attack these
Philistines?” And the Lord said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines and
save Keilah (1 Sam. 23:1-2).”

   But David’s men were afraid, so David enquired a second time and again
God confirmed that he should go: “Arise, go down to Keilah, for I will hand
over the Philistines to you.” With this second confirmation, David and his men
went to fight the Philistines and delivered the people of Keilah (1 Sam. 23:4-5).

   When Saul heard David was in Keilah, he summoned all his men to war to
besiege David and his men. As David knew Saul was plotting evil against him,
and heard he was on his way to Keilah, he enquired from the Lord: “O Lord,
the God of Israel, Your servant has heard for certain that Saul intends to come
to Keilah, to destroy the city on my account.  Will the men of Keilah hand me
over to him? Will Saul come down just as Your servant has heard? O Lord,
God of Israel, I pray, tell Your servant”  (1 Sam. 23:10-11).

    God confirmed that Saul was indeed coming down to Keilah and that the
people of Keilah will give David up. So David escaped from Keilah and dwellt
in the Wilderness of Ziph. Here, Jonathan met with David to strengthen his
hand in God and to make a covenant with him. Hear the beautiful words of
support from Jonathan: “Do not be afraid; the hand of my father Saul will not
find you. You will be king over Israel and I will be second in command to you;
my father Saul knows this too” (1 Sam. 23:16-17). 

     However, the Ziphites informed Saul of David’s whereabouts and he had to
flee again - this time to the strongholds of En-gedi (1 Sam. 23:19-29). Then
Saul took 3000 men to pursue David in the Wilderness of En-gedi and came
to the sheepfolds on the way. Saul entered a cave to relieve himself, not
knowing that David and his men were sitting in the cave’s innermost recesses. 
  

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 23, 24 
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Day 13
D A V I D  S P A R E S  S A U L ’ S  L I F E

   This was a golden opportunity for David to kill Saul, but David knew better.
Instead, he arose in the dark and stealthily cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe
 (1 Sam. 24:1-4).

   But afterward, David’s heart smote him for even this act and he told his men:
“The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed,
to put out my hand against him, since he is the anointed of the Lord” (1 Sam.
24:5-6).

   Pausing here for a moment, we see that David had a real understanding of
redemptive purpose, honoring the position that Saul still had as king.  As Saul
left the cave, David bowed to the ground and called after him: “My lord the
king!... “Why do you listen to the words of men who say, ‘David seeks to harm
you?’  Behold, your eyes have seen today how the Lord had given you into my
hand in the cave. Some told me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not
reach out my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord’s anointed.’  Look, my
father! Indeed, see the hem of your robe in my hand! Since I cut off the hem of
your robe and did not kill you, know and understand [without question] that
there is no evil or treason in my hands. I have not sinned against you, though
you are lying in wait to take my life.  

   May the Lord judge between me and you; and may the Lord avenge me on
you; but my hand shall not be against you.  As the proverb of the ancients
says, ‘Out of the wicked comes wickedness’; but my hand shall not be
against you.  After whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom do you
pursue [with three thousand men]? A dead dog, a single flea?  May the Lord
be the judge and render judgment between me and you; and may He see and
plead my cause and vindicate me by saving me from your hand” (1 Sam. 24:8-
12).

    After David’s discourse, Saul wept because he realised David’s righteous
position and that God will establish the kingdom of Israel in David’s hands.
Therefore, he asked that David will make an oath that he will not cut off his
decendents and destroy Saul’s family name. After David did that, Saul went
home and David departed to his mountain stronghold (1 Sam. 24:16-22).

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 23, 24 
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D A V I D  S P A R E S  S A U L ’ S  L I F E

   Now let’s reflect for a moment on David’s act of mercy by honouring Saul’s
position. 

Reflection questions:

How did seeking God’s guidance help David to make military decisions?

How did David’s understanding of redemptive purpose help him to
respond when Saul’s life was in his hands?

How did David’s relationship with God help David in his interaction with
Saul?

How important is the principle of mercy as it relates to redemptive
purpose?

  

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 23, 24 
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Day 14
A B I G A I L ’ S  I N T E R V E N T I O N

   Furthermore, David was living as a fugitive, constantly fleeing from Saul,
while battling the Philistines. 

   In reflecting on the early life of David thus far, we come to an important
realisation. God was in the details of all of David’s hardships, trials and
temptations as He was busy preparing David to become king. And He did it
mostly within the context of relationship. Some people in David’s life like Saul
and Doeg, the Edomite represented opposition and betrayal. Yet God used
these people, to strengthen David’s trust in Him.

  But God also raised up several people before and alongside David, who
paved the way for David’s redemptive purpose to come into fulfilment. We
think of Hannah’s trust and surrender to God’s will, which led to Samuel’s
faithful role of intercession. 

   Likewise the steadfast service of Samuel gave us an unique view of God’s
heart for redemptive purpose. Samuel played a key role in the anointing of the
first two kings of Israel. Both kings were chosen by God, but their lives had
different trajectories because of the choices they made:
  a) Saul became a symbol of a redemptive purpose that was missed through
rebellion and disobedience.
 b) In comparison, David, the man after God’s heart, completed God’s
redemptive purpose for his generation fully.

    We also think of Ahimelech, the righteous priest who paid the ultimate price
for standing for righteousness. And Jonathan, Saul’s own son, who remained
steadfast in his support for David throughout his life. 

     Now, we are about to meet a woman, who played a key role in David’s life.
Abigail was married to Nabal, a rich Calebite who is described as worthless,
wicked and unreasonable. After Samuel’s death, David moved to the
Wilderness of Paran. Here David’s men crossed the path of Nabal’s servants,
who looked after Nabal’s sheep and goats. 

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 25 
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Day 14
A B I G A I L ’ S  I N T E R V E N T I O N

   David’s men were kind to Nabal’s servants and did them no harm. David sent
a message of peace to Nabal with a humble request (1 Sam. 25:6-8): 
Have a long life! Peace be to you, and peace to your house, and peace to all
that you have.  Now I have heard that you have shearers. Now your shepherds
have been with us and we have not harmed them, nor were they missing
anything all the time they were in Carmel.  Ask your young men and they will
tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor in your sight [and be well-
treated], for we have come on a good (festive) day. Please, give whatever you
find at hand to your servants and to your son David’” (1 Sam. 25:5-8).

   Unfortunately, Nabal had no spiritual understanding of who David was, so he
replied with this message (1 Sam. 25:9-11): “Who is David? And who is the son
of Jesse? There are many servants today, each of whom is breaking away
from his master.  So should I take my bread and my water and my meat that I
have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men when I do not know
where they are from?”

    When David heard this reply, he was angry and told his men to strap on
their swords, intending to kill all of the males in Nabal’s household.
Fortunately, Abigail’s servants related what happened to her and she
immediately sprang into action.  She took two hundred loaves of bread, two
skins of wine, five dressed sheep, five seahs of roasted grain, a hundred
cakes of raisins and two hundred cakes of pressed figs, and loaded them on
donkeys. She sent this gift ahead and when she met David, she bowed down
and gave him this apology (1 Sam. 25:24-25):

  “My lord, let the blame and guilt be on me alone. And please let your
maidservant speak to you, and listen to the words of your maidservant.   
Please do not let my lord pay attention to this worthless man, Nabal, for as his
name is, so is he. Nabal (fool) is his name and foolishness (stupidity) is with
him; but I your maidservant did not see my lord’s young men whom you sent.”

    After making this heartfelt apology, Abigail made a prophetic declaration,
confirming to David yet once again his redemptive purpose.  

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 25 
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Day 14
A B I G A I L ’ S  I N T E R V E N T I O N

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 25 
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   Now let’s look closely at Abigail’s prophetic words to David (1 Sam. 25:26-
31):
“So now, my lord, as the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, since the Lord has
prevented you from shedding blood, and from avenging yourself by your own
hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek to do evil to my lord, be
as [self-destructive as] Nabal.  Now this gift, which your maidservant has
brought my lord, let it be given to the young men who accompany and follow
my lord.  Please forgive the transgression of your maidservant; for the Lord
will certainly make my lord a secure and enduring house, because my lord is
fighting the battles of the Lord, and evil will not be found in you all your days.  

    Should anyone rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, then the life of
my lord will be bound in the [precious] bundle of the living with the Lord your
God; but the lives of your enemies—those He will hurl out as from the center
of a sling.  And it will happen when the Lord does for my lord according to all
the good that He has spoken (promised) concerning you, and appoints you
ruler over Israel,  that this [incident] will not cause grief or [bring] a troubled
conscience to my lord, both by having shed blood without cause and by my
lord having avenged himself. When the Lord deals well with my lord, then
remember [with favor] your maidservant.”

   David was comforted and refreshed by Abigail’s words and granted her
request. When Nabal heard what happened, his heart died within him and he
became paralysed. Ten dies later he died, so Nabal was no more. When David
heard about Nabal’s death, he said, “Blessed be the Lord, who has pleaded
the cause of my reproach [suffered] at the hand of Nabal and has kept His
servant from [retaliating with] evil. For the Lord has returned the wickedness
of Nabal on his own head.” Then David sent word to Abigail, proposing to take
her as his wife. And so David and Abigail was united in marriage (1 Sam. 25:32-
44).

    Now, let’s reflect for a moment on the power of prophetic declaration and
God’s interventions on our behalf as we wait on Him.



Day 14
A B I G A I L ’ S  I N T E R V E N T I O N

    Reflection questions:

How did God deal with Nabal for opposing David?

How did Abigail’s prophetic declaration prevent David from making a great
mistake?

How did her prophetic declaration strengthen David’s redemptive purpose
as future king?

What was the outcome for Abigail?

What is God’s prophetic declaration to you?

How are you strengthening the redemptive purpose of others by speaking
words of life to them?

  

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 25 
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Day 15
D A V I D  R E S C U E S  H I S  W I V E S

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 21, 26, 27, 30
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    Saul continued to pursue David and after sparing Saul’s life for a second
time (1 Sam. 26), David made a decision to escape to the land of the
Philistines. So, he went over with 600 men to the king of Gath, Achish and
dwelt with him.

    David’s relationship with Achish is an interesting one, for he first fled to
Achish after his meeting with Ahimelech (1 Sam. 21:10-15). The servants of
Achish recognised David and asked: “Is this not David the king of the land?
Did they not sing in praise of this one as they danced, saying,
      Saul has slain his thousands,
      And David his ten thousands’?”

     Upon hearing this, David greatly feared Achish and pretended to be mad by
scribbling on the gate doors and drooling in his beard. Seeing this display of
insanity, Achish became agitated and commanded that David be removed
from his house as he had no need of madmen (1 Sam. 21:12-15). 

    The second time around, when David appeared before Achish again, David
has moved from fear to faith. This time he requested to dwell in his land and
Achish gave him the city of Ziklag. David used this as a base to make attacks
on the enemies of Israel that Joshua had failed to exterminate. David and his
men smote the land and left no one alive to bring tidings to Gath. When he
reported to Achish on the raids, he didn’t reveal the true identity of the
enemies he killed and Achish believed David (1 Sam. 27:3-12).

   One time, when David was not at home, the Amelekites made a raid on
Ziklag and burned it with fire. They took the women and all who were there
captive and carried them away, including David’s two wives, Ahinoam and
Abigail. When David and his men returned and discovered this, they lifted up
their voices and wept until they had no more strength (1 Sam. 30:1-6).
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D A V I D  R E S C U E S  H I S  W I V E S
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   David was greatly distressed for the men spoke of stoning him, but David
encouraged and strengthened himself in the Lord. He called Abiathar the
priest to bring the ephod and David enquired of the Lord if he should pursue
the troop.  And here is what the Lord answered (1 Sam. 30:8):
“Pursue, for you will certainly overtake them, and you will certainly rescue
[the captives].”  

   So David pursued with 400 men, while 200 men too exhausted to cross the
brook Besor stayed behind. They found an Egyptian in the field and gave him
food and drink for he had not eaten or drank for three days and nights. It
turned out that he was a servant to an Amalekite, but when he fell sick, they
left him behind. He was able to bring David down to the band and David smote
them with only 400 men escaping on camels. David recovered all that the
Amalekites had taken and rescued his two wives (1 Sam. 30:9-20).

   In returning to the brook Besor, he shared the spoil with the 200 men who
stayed behind and made it an ordinance that those who went into battle
would share the spoil with those stayed by the baggage. He also sent some
part of the spoil to the elders of Judah as he returned to Ziklag (1 Sam. 30:21-
31). 

   David was able to gain this great victory and return the captives, because he
strengthened himself in the Lord and made sure to follow the Lord’s
instruction. 

Reflection questions:

How important was it that David followed God’s instructions in the
respective situations that he faced? What could have happened if he did
not seek counsel from God?

How important is it for you to follow God’s specific instructions as you
walk out your redemptive purpose?

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 21, 26, 27, 30
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    In the last days of Saul, the Philistines gathered their forces for war against
Israel. At this time, Samuel has died and was buried in Ramah. When Saul saw
the Philistine host, he became afraid and his heart trembled. Saul went to the
Lord to inquire of him, but God refused to answer him, either by dreams or by
Urim (a symbol worn by the priest when seeking the will for Israel) or by the
prophets (1 Sam. 28:1-6). 

    In this desperate situation, Saul had no way to know God’s will or to receive
instruction from Him. The Lord has fully withdrawn Himself from Saul. Now
Saul had previously put the mediums and the wizards out of the land, but in
this fearful situation, Saul does the unthinkable. He tells his servants to take
him to a woman who is a medium (between the living and the dead) so that he
may inquire from her. His servants directs him to a medium in Endor and so
Saul disguises himself and visits her. He said to her, “Perceive for me by the
familiar spirit and bring for me the dead person whom I shall name to you” (1
Sam. 28:8).

    But the woman asks him why he was laying a trap for her, because she
knew that Saul had put the mediums and wizards out of the land. So Saul
swears to her that no punishment would come to her for this. The woman
agrees and Saul asks her to bring Samuel up. When Saul perceives the spirit
resembling Samuel, he asks him: “I am greatly distressed; for the Philistines
are making war against me, and God has left me and no longer answers me,
either through prophets or by dreams; therefore I have called you to make
known to me what I should do” (1 Sam. 28:9-15).  

    And this is the answer Saul received: “Why then do you ask me, since the
Lord has left you and has become your enemy?  The Lord has done [to you]
just as He said through me [when I was with you]; for the Lord has torn the
kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, to David.  Because
you did not obey the voice of the Lord and did not execute His fierce wrath on
Amalek, therefore the Lord has done this thing to you this day.  

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 28, 31; Deut. 18
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Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 28, 31; Deut. 18
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   Moreover, the Lord will also put Israel along with you into the hands of the
Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me [among the
dead]. Indeed, the Lord will put the army of Israel into the hands of the
Philistines” (1 Sam. 28:16-19).

   Terrified by these words, Saul falls to the ground. And because he has not
eaten, he was utterly exhausted. The woman prepares a meal for him in an
effort to strengthen him and then he leaves her house. What a tragedy that in
his last hours, Saul was strengthened by a medium (1 Sam. 28: 20-25).

    Now the Philistines fought against Israel and the men of Israel fled and fell
on Mount Gilboa. The Philistines overtook Saul and his sons. Jonathan and two
of Saul’s other sons were killed, while Saul was severely wounded by the
archers. Saul then instructs his armour-bearer to kill him so that the Philistines
would not capture him alive to mock him, but his armour-bearer would not. So
Saul takes his own sword and falls in it. When the armour-bearer saw that
Saul was dead, he took his own life also (1 Sam. 31:1-6). 

   When the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley of Jezreel
and those who were beyond the Jordan, saw that other men of Israel have
fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned their cities and
fled also. The Philistines then came and lived in them (1 Sam. 31: 7).

    Moreover, when the Philistines came the next day to plunder the dead and
found Saul and his sons dead, they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-
shan. They also put his weapons and shield in an idol temple. In one day, Saul
and his sons died in battle and the army of Israel was put into the hands of the
Philistines (1 Sam. 31:8-10).

    God remained consistent in His word to Saul right up to Saul’s death. Yet, it
was Saul’s inconsistency that led ultimately to his demise and death. Saul did
well to put the mediums and wizards out of the land initially, but yet turned to
a medium in his last hours. 



Day 16
S A U L ’ S  F I N A L  C H O I C E S  A N D  D E A T H

46

P
rin

c
ip

le
 16

:  C
o

n
siste

n
c

y

   Moreover, the decision of Saul to consult with a medium, caused the army
of Israel to fall into the hands of the Philistines. God’s instruction to the
Israelites on this matter was very clear (Deut. 18:9-14) :

“When you enter the land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not
learn to imitate the detestable (repulsive) practices of those nations. There
shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or daughter pass
through the fire [as a sacrifice], one who uses divination and fortune-telling,
one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer,  or
one who casts a charm or spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or a necromancer
[who seeks the dead].  

   For everyone who does these things is utterly repulsive to the Lord; and
because of these detestable practices the Lord your God is driving them out
before you.  You shall be blameless (complete, perfect) before the Lord your
God.  For these nations which you shall dispossess listen to those who
practice witchcraft and to diviners and fortune-tellers, but as for you, the Lord
your God has not allowed you to do so.”

    As long as the Israelites obeyed God’s commandments, He was committed
to drive out their enemies before them. But God opposes all who practise the
detestable things (Lev. 20:6-8): “As for the person who turns to mediums [who
consult the dead] or to spiritists, to play the prostitute after them, I shall set
My face against that person and will cut him off from his people [excluding
him from the atonement made for them].”

    In 1 Chronicle 10:13-14 we read the final summary of Saul’s life: So Saul died
for his trespass which he committed against the Lord, for his failure to keep
the word of the Lord; and also because he consulted a medium [regarding a
spirit of the dead], to inquire of her, and did not inquire of the Lord [instead].
Therefore the Lord killed him and turned the kingdom over to David the son of
Jesse.

   

Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 28, 31; Deut. 18
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    What a contrast we find in comparing David with Saul. David was
consistently strengthening himself in the Lord in spite of severe persecution
from Saul and many other enemies, while Saul turned to a medium. There is a
great lesson to be learned in terms of the principle of consistency. God
always remains true to His word and we too should remain consistent in
following God’s instructions. 

Reflection questions:

How did Saul demonstrate inconsistency?

What were Saul’s final choices that led to his death?

Why did the army of Israel lose this battle against the Philistines?

How can you implement the principle of consistency in your own life?
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Key Scripture: 1 Sam. 28, 31

S A U L ’ S  F I N A L  C H O I C E S  A N D  D E A T H
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D A V I D ’ S  R E S P O N S E  T O  T H E  D E A T H  O F

S A U L  A N D  J O N A T H A N

Key Scripture:  2 Sam. 1-2 
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   When David returned from the battle with the Amalekites, he stayed in
Ziklag for two days. On the third day, an Amalekite unexpectedly came from
Saul’s camp. He gave a report to David on the battle between Israel and the
Philistines. David was eager to hear how the battle went, so the young man
related how the men of Israel fled and shared that Saul and Jonathan were
dead. David asked him how he knew this (2 Sam. 1:1-4).

   In relating the story the young Amalekite shared how Saul asked him to kill
him as he was in terrible agony and was afraid of being taken captive alive. He
then testified that he killed Saul and brought Saul’s crown to David. Upon
hearing this, David ordered one of his men to execute the Amalekite, because
he told him: “Your blood is on your own head, for your own mouth has
testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed the Lord’s anointed’” (2 Sam. 1:16).

   David tore his clothes in mourning along with all the men with him, because
Saul and Jonathan and the house of Israel have fallen in battle. They mourned,
wept and fasted until evening. Then David sang a song about Saul’s and
Jonathan’s life and gave an instruction that this song be taught to the sons of
Judah (2 Sam. 1:17-27). 

Here are some key elements of this song:
a) David lamented that the mighty men of Israel have fallen and did not want it
to be proclaimed in the areas of the Philistines, so that Israel’s enemies would
not rejoice over it.
b) He also pronounced a curse on the Mountain of Gilboa where they fell.
c) Furthermore, he praised Saul and Jonathan as beloved, lovely and mighty
warriors:
    “Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely and friends in their lives,
      And in their death they were not separated;
      They were swifter than eagles,
      They were stronger than lions”
d) In addition he calls upon the daughters of Israel to weep over the loss of
Saul and Jonathan.
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   e) Lastly, he emphasised his personal love for Jonathan as a brother and
expressed the distress he was experiencing as a result of Jonathan’s death.

   One would think that after all that David suffered at the hands of Saul, he
would have rejoiced in the death of Saul. But David experienced real loss at
the tragic end of God’s anointed, because of his deep understanding of
God’s redemptive purposes. Throughout David’s engagements with Saul, he
understood the significance of God anointing of Saul as king.

    After the period of mourning, David enquired of the Lord and the Lord
directed him to live in the city of Hebron, where he was anointed as king of
Judah (2 Sam. 2:1-4). One of his first acts as king, was to honour the men of
Jabesh-gilead, who fetched the bodies of Saul and his son from the Philistines
and buried them. When David heard about this act of kindness and bravery, he
sent this message to them:

  “May you be blessed by the Lord because you showed this graciousness
and loyalty to Saul your lord (king), and buried him.  Now may the Lord show
lovingkindness and truth and faithfulness to you. I too will show this goodness
to you, because you have done this thing.  So now, let your hands be strong
and be valiant; for your lord Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah has
anointed me king over them” (2 Sam. 2: 5-7).

   What principle can we learn from David’s responses to Saul and Jonathan
throughout his life? Can it be that the more we acknowledge and strengthen
the redemptive purpose of others, the stronger we grow in our own
redemptive purpose? 

   Saul missed the mark in terms of his redemptive purpose as prophet-king,
because he focused his efforts on killing David. In contrast, David waited
patiently on God for the set season where he would become king. 

Key Scripture:  2 Sam. 1-2 



Day 17

    Even though Samuel has anointed him for this purpose many years before,
David always acknowledged the calling of God on Saul’s life, both in life and
in death. And even to the bitter end, responded to God with honour. 

   Likewise, it should be our aim to strengthen the redemptive purposes of
others by remaining obedient to God’s specific instructions to us in each
season. As David enquired of God, God taught him to remain patient and
steadfast in walking out his redemptive purpose. In the same way, God will
teach us as we seek His face.

Reflection questions:

In which ways did David honour God’s calling for Saul?

How can an understanding of redemptive purpose help you to strengthen
the calling of those around you?

How vital is it to acknowledge and strengthen the redemptive purpose of
others in order to fulfil your own?
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Key Scripture:  2 Sam. 1-2 
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R E F L E C T I O N  O N  P S A L M  1 3 9

Ps. 139
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   In David’s psalms, we find a precious key in David’s understanding of God’s
redemptive purpose. Here Psalm 139 gives a beautiful portrait of David’s
absolute dependency on God.

 He starts Psalm 139 with a profound acknowledgement of God’s
omnipotence and omniscience:

    O Lord, you have searched me [thoroughly] and have known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up [my entire life, everything I do];
You understand my thought from afar.
You scrutinize my path and my lying down,
And You are intimately acquainted with all my ways.
Even before there is a word on my tongue [still unspoken],
Behold, O Lord, You know it all.

   Indeed, God has complete knowledge of everything, past, present, and
future, while also having unlimited power and authority. Therefore, David
states that there is no where he can go in the universe without God’s
knowledge, leading him. 

   Even more profound is that David understands that even before he was
born, God has written a scroll for his life and formed him skillfully as
embroidered with many colours (verses 13-15):

    For You formed my innermost parts;
You knit me [together] in my mother’s womb.
I will give thanks and praise to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
Wonderful are Your works,
And my soul knows it very well.
My frame was not hidden from You,
When I was being formed in secret,
And intricately and skillfully formed [as if embroidered with many colors] in
the depths of the earth.



Day 18
R E F L E C T I O N  O N  P S A L M  1 3 9

Ps. 139
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   Your eyes have seen my unformed substance;
And in Your book were all written
The days that were appointed for me,
When as yet there was not one of them [even taking shape].

   David had a great understanding that God appointed his days long before
he was even conceived and even more so, wrote a book scroll for his life with
thoughts too numerous to count (verses 17-18):

    How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
If I could count them, they would outnumber the sand.
When I awake, I am still with You.

   With this security, David could trust God in absolute dependence to work
out His redemptive purpose for his life. Will you do the same today?

Reflection questions:

In reflecting on Psalm 139, how can you find security in God’s sovereignty
as well as His absolute authority?

What value does Psalm 139 bring to your life?

How can you live life differently with Psalm 139 in mind?



Day 19
D A V I D  B E C O M E S  K I N G

2 Sam. 2-5; Ps. 25 and 139
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   On day 17, we saw that after the death of Saul and Jonathan, David enquired
of the Lord and moved to Hebron. Then the men of Judah came and anointed
David king over the house of David (2 Sam. 2: 1-4). At this point in time, Saul
still had a living son, called Ish-bosheth, who reigned as king over Israel (but
not Judah) for two years (2 Sam. 2:8-11).

   There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David.
But David grew steadily stronger, while the house of Saul grew weaker and
weaker to the point of being powerless (2 Sam. 3: 1). In this civil war, there
was a lot of fighting with scenes of betrayal and switching of alliances. This
was indeed a dark time in the history of Israel and Judah with brothers killing
one another. David was grieved by this as he did not wish any harm on Saul’s
household.

    Eventually Ish-bosheth was murdered, causing David deep grief and with
that the men of Israel came to David in Hebron to ask him to be king over
them. David made a covenant with them and and he was anointed as king over
Israel. David was thirty years old when he became king and ruled for 40 years.  
In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and in Jerusalem he reigned
thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah (2 Sam. 5: 1-5).

    The beauty of David’s patience is that he never tried to grab the kingdom
from Saul. Even when he was anointed by Samuel many years earlier with the
promise that he will be king, he remained in step with the timing of the Lord.
David firmly understood that God was the Author of his days (Psalm 139: 16):

    And in Your book were all written
The days that were appointed for me,
When as yet there was not one of them [even taking shape].

     



Day 19
D A V I D  B E C O M E S  K I N G
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    In Psalm 25 verses 4 and 5, David asked God to teach him as He
expectantly wait for Him:

   Let me know Your ways, O Lord;
Teach me Your paths.

   Guide me in Your truth and teach me,
For You are the God of my salvation;
For You [and only You] I wait [expectantly] all the day long.

  David had the patience to wait on God so that God could unfold the
redemptive purpose for his life. Becoming king was not the source of his joy.
David kept his joy, because he embraced the journey of walking in step with
God’s leading so that he could fulfil God’s program for his generation fully. 

Reflection questions:

What enabled David to have patience and to wait on God’s promises?

How did David demonstrate this patience?

What will enable you to wait patiently for God’s fulfilment of His
promises?

How can knowledge of redemptive purposes and Psalm 139 help you to
remain in step with God’s timing?

2 Sam. 2-5; Ps. 25 and 139



Day 20
D A V I D  S H O W S  K I N D N E S S  T O

M E P H I B O S H E T H

2 Sam. 4, 9
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  When David became king, he remembered his covenant with Jonathan and
the house of Saul. So, he said: “Is there still anyone left of the house (family)
of Saul to whom I may show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” (2 Sam. 9:1).
There was a servant in the house of Saul, called Ziba who told David that
Jonathan had a son, named Mephibosheth.  

   Mephibosheth was crippled due to a tragic childhood incidence. He was five
years old when the news [of the deaths] of Saul and Jonathan came from
Jezreel. And the boy’s nurse picked him up and fled; but it happened that
while she was hurrying to flee, he fell and became lame (2 Sam. 4:4). But
Mephibosheth’s life was about to change in a big way.

    David called for Mephibosheth and Mephibosheth approached David with
great respect, referencing his own feelings about himself: “What is your
servant, that you would be concerned for a dead dog like me?” But David
remembered his commitment to Jonathan and  said to him, “Do not be afraid,
for I will certainly show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and
will restore to you all the land of your grandfather Saul; and you shall always
eat at my table” (2 Sam. 9:5-10). 

   In addition, David called Ziba again and instructed him with this assignment:
“I have given your master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul and to
all his house (family).  You and your sons and your servants shall cultivate the
land for him, and you shall bring in the produce, so that your master’s
grandson may have food to eat; but Mephibosheth, your master’s grandson,
shall always eat at my table.” 

   So Ziba agreed and did all as David commanded, while Mephibosheth ate at
David’s table as one of the king’s own sons (2 Sam. 9:11-13). David remained
steadfast to his covenant with Jonathan and showed extraordinary kindness
to Mephibosheth.



Day 20
D A V I D  S H O W S  K I N D N E S S  T O

M E P H I B O S H E T H
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   Now, let’s reflect on how we can live out redemptive purpose through the
principle of kindness. 

Reflection questions:

How did Mephibosheth’s life change in an instant because of the covenant
Jonathan made with David years earlier?

How did David honour the covenant with Jonathan through kindness to his
descendents?

How can you strengthen your redemptive purpose through acts of
kindness?

2 Sam. 4, 9



Day 21
M E E T I N G  T H E  E T E R N A L  K I N G  A N D  P R I E S T

Ps. 40 and 110, He. 3 and 5, 1 Pe. 2 
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   Today, as we come to the final day reflecting on the early life of David,  we
conclude with a wonderful highlight - meeting the eternal King and Priest, who
was hidden in prophesy throughout the history of Israel. Do you remember
that on Day 2 and Day 3, there were references made to a future King and
Priest? On Day 2 we learned that Hannah prophesied about this King in her
song of praise. And on Day 3 we learned that in the rebuke to Eli, the man of
God prophesied that God Himself will raise up a faithful priest in future.

   David, who lived out his redemptive purpose as prophet-king also made
several references to a future king and priest, who was going to reign not in
the temporal order of the Levites, but eternally according to the order of
Melchizedek. Let’s read more about this in Psalm 110: 1-4:

    The Lord (God) says to my Lord (the Messiah), Sit at My right hand, until I
make Your adversaries Your footstool.

1 

The Lord will send forth from Zion the scepter of Your strength; rule, then, in
the midst of Your foes.

2 

Your people will offer themselves willingly in the day of Your power, in the
beauty of holiness and in holy array out of the womb of the morning; to You
[will spring forth] Your young men, who are as the dew.

3 

The Lord has sworn and will not revoke or change it: You are a priest forever,
after the manner and order of Melchizedek.

4 

    But this King and Priest is also a Righteous Judge, executing judgement in
the nations (Ps. 110:5-6):
The Lord at Your right hand will shatter kings in the day of His indignation.5 

He will execute judgment [in overwhelming punishment] upon the nations;
He will fill the valleys with the dead bodies, He will crush the [chief] heads
over lands many and far extended.

6 

He will drink of the brook by the way; therefore will He lift up His head
[triumphantly].

7 
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Day 21
M E E T I N G  T H E  E T E R N A L  K I N G  A N D  P R I E S T
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  So, who then is this prophesied Priest and King? And how important is it that
we know Him?

   In Hebrews 5:5-6 we find the identity of this High Priest and King:
So too Christ (the Messiah) did not exalt Himself to be made a high priest,

but was appointed and exalted by Him Who said to Him, You are My Son;
today I have begotten You;

5 

As He says also in another place, You are a Priest [appointed] forever after
the order (with the rank) of Melchizedek.

6 

In the days of His flesh [Jesus] offered up definite, special petitions [for that
which He not only wanted but needed] and supplications with strong crying
and tears to Him Who was [always] able to save Him [out] from death, and He
was heard because of His reverence toward God [His godly fear, His piety, in
that He shrank from the horrors of separation from the bright presence of the
Father].

7 

Although He was a Son, He learned [active, special] obedience through what
He suffered

8 

And, [His completed experience] making Him perfectly [equipped], He
became the Author and Source of eternal salvation to all those who give heed
and obey Him,

9 

Being designated and recognized and saluted by God as High Priest after
the order (with the rank) of Melchizedek.

10 

   Yes, Jesus Christ, God’s Son is not only the promised Messiah, but also the
eternal High Priest and King of all persons who obey Him. He indeed is the
faithful Priest with an enduring house, because:
a) During His earthly life, He offered up special petitions and supplications
with godly fear.
b) He did not exalt Himself, but was appointed, designated and saluted by
God as High Priest after the order of Melchizedek forever.
c) Although He was the Son of God, He learned active obedience through
which He suffered.
d) He was perfectly equipped to become the Author of eternal salvation to all
those who obey Him.
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Ps. 40 and 110, He. 3 and 5, 1 Pe. 2 
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     What a privilege to have an eternal High Priest and King, who can help us
to implement the principles of redemptive purpose so that we can live our
lives intentionally and meaningfully.

       In He. 3:14-16, we also get this special invitation:
Inasmuch then as we have a great High Priest Who has [already] ascended

and passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession [of faith in Him].

14 

For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to understand and
sympathize and have a shared feeling with our weaknesses and infirmities and
liability to the assaults of temptation, but One Who has been tempted in every
respect as we are, yet without sinning.

15 

Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of
grace (the throne of God’s unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may
receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help in good time for every
need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it].

16 

     We can boldly and fearlessly draw near to the throne of grace to find help
for every need, because our High Priest has compassion for our weaknesses
and infirmities. 

     Somehow, David foresaw Jesus Christ as High Priest and King. Inspired by
this revelation and promise, he was able to complete God’s programme for
his generation fully. Likewise, in relationship with Christ as King and High
Priest, we can live as royal priests (1 Pe. 2:9) to complete our redemptive
purpose. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God’s]
own purchased, special people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds
and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light.

9 

    Let’s take up this calling with joy, knowing that Christ is the Author of our
eternal salvation. He enables us to set forth the wonderful deeds and virtues
of Himself as the eternal King who called us.

Ps. 40 and 110, He. 3 and 5, 1 Pe. 2 
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   As you implement the principles of redemptive purpose, may Ps. 40:5-8
become your life’s testimony:

Many, O Lord my God, are the wonderful works which You have done, and
Your thoughts toward us; no one can compare with You! If I should declare
and speak of them, they are too many to be numbered.

5 

Sacrifice and offering You do not desire, nor have You delight in them; You
have given me the capacity to hear and obey [Your law, a more valuable
service than] burnt offerings and sin offerings [which] You do not require.

6 

Then said I, Behold, I come; in the volume of the book it is written of me;7 

I delight to do Your will, O my God; yes, Your law is within my heart.8 

Reflection questions:

What provision did Jesus Christ, our eternal High Priest and King made to
enable redemptive purpose in our lives?

What were the most important principles that you learned in working
through this devotional?

What commitments do you need to make to ensure that you live out your
redemptive purpose fully?

Ps. 40 and 110, He. 3 and 5, 1 Pe. 2 


